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At Mandapam waters two species under Calappa
genus were reported earlier and this collection
differ from the two known species. On 17th October
1966 Dr. Sivalingam,  former Scientist of this centre
had deposited a specimen at Mandapam Marine
Museum identified upto genus level as Calappa sp.
and has been presently identified as  Calappa
bilineata. The collection made in the Gulf of Mannar
region 46 years before the species description,
which was based on the collection from Andaman
Sea in 2002 by Peter NG, indicate the distributional
range of this species.
Table 1. Calappa species list
Species Presence / absence
Calappa acutispina Lai, Chan & Ng, 2006
Calappa africana Lai & Ng, 2006
Calappa bicornis Miers, 1884 *
Calappa bilineata Ng, Present
Lai & Aungtonya, 2002 study
Calappa calappa (Linnaeus, 1758)
Calappa capellonis Laurie, 1906
Calappa cinerea Holthuis, 1958
Calappa clypeata Borradaile, 1903
Calappa conifera Galil, 1997
Calappa convexa Saussure, 1853
Calappa dumortieri Guinot, 1962
Calappa flammea (Herbst, 1794)
Calappa galloides Stimpson, 1859
Calappa gallus (Herbst, 1803) *
Calappa granulata (Linnaeus, 1758)
Calappa guerini Brito Capello, 1871
Calappa hepatica (Linnaeus, 1758) *
Calappa japonica Ortmann, 1892
Calappa liaoi Ng, 2002
Calappa lophos (Herbst, 1782) *
Calappa monilicanthus Galil, 1997
Calappa nitida Holthuis, 1958
Calappa ocellata Holthuis, 1958
Calappa ocularia Ng, 2002
Calappa pelii Herklots, 1851
Calappa philargius (Linnaeus, 1758) *
Calappa pokipoki Ng, 2000
Calappa pustulosa Alcock, 1896 *
Calappa quadrimaculata Takeda &
Shikatani, 1990
Calappa rosea Jarocki, 1825
Calappa rubroguttata Herklots, 1851
Calappa sebastieni Galil, 1997
Calappa springeri Rathbun, 1931
Calappa sulcata Rathbun, 1898
Calappa tortugae Rathbun, 1933
Calappa torulosa Galil, 1997
Calappa tuberculata (Fabricius, 1793)
Calappa tuerkayana Pastore, 1995
Calappa undulata Dai & Yang, 1991
Calappa woodmasoni Alcock, 1896
Calappa yamasitae Sakai, 1980
*indicated the species presence
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A dead Olive ridley turtle was found washed
ashore near Bheemunipatnam, about 20- 25 km
south of Visakhapatnam city, on 19th November 2012.
An injury mark was present on the head of the
specimen (Fig.1) and it is suspected that death was
caused by incidental capture and drowning. It is a
matter of concern since Olive ridley turtle are
endangered and are protected as per various
international agreements. They are categorized as
Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List (IUCN, 2010) and
are included in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972.  They are listed in Annexure
II of the SPAW (a Protocol Concerning Specially
Protected Areas and Wildlife), Appendix I of CITES
(Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna) and Appendices I
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Fig. 1. Olive ridley turtle stranded  at Visakhapatnam
and II of the Convention on Migratory Species (the
Bonn Convention).The curve carapace length and
weight of the turtle were 70 cm and 35-40 kg
respectively. Details of morphometric measurement
recorded are as follows:
Table 1. Morphometric measurement (in cm) of Olive ridley
turtle
Characters Measurements
Total length 98
Curved carapace length 70
Curved carapace width 67
Plastron length 57
Plastron width 55
Head length 28
No. of prefrontal scutes 2 pair
No. of precentral scutes 1
No. of central (neural) scutes 5
No. of lateral (coastal)scutes 7
No. of marginal scutes 12
No. of postcentral scutes 1
No. of claws on flipper 1
Tail length 18 cm
Inframarginal scutes with pores 4
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Stranding of dead dolphin was noticed near
Mondova-Saswane sea shore at a depth of 5 to 6 m.
Floating in the sea water the specimen was first
noticed by the local fishermen. Since the species
was floating in the seawater the identity of the
species could not be studied. However, the local
fishermen informed that the species might have got
strangled in the fishing net.
The same species was not washed ashore. Strong
waves must have washed away the specimen to the sea.
Stranding of dead dolphine noticed at Mondova-Saswane sea shore
